The JOSN SAGE First Publication Award
The JOSN SAGE First Publication Award recognizes writing excellence of a first-time school nurse author. The selected article is judged on the basis of its contribution to thought and or practice in school nursing and the writing clarity of the submission.
Joan M. Ponzurick, MSN, RN, CSN is the winner of the JOSN SAGE First Publication by a School Nurse Award for her publication entitled ''Selective mutism: A team approach to assessment and treatment in the school setting'' (Ponzurick, 2012) . She is a School Nurse at the Westmont-Hilltop Elementary School in Johnstown, Pennsylvania. She received her MSN from Indiana University of Pennsylvania, graduating summa cum laude in 2011. She graduated with a BSN degree from The Pennsylvania State University in 1979 and has over 20 years of clinical experience in critical care, cardiac care, and postanesthesia care settings. She is a member of the Sigma Theta Tau and Phi Kappa Phi national honor societies and the Cambria County, Pennsylvania, and National Associations of School Nurses. She has been a school nurse since 1993. She is a CPR/AED instructor, precepts nursing students in the school setting, and is a nurse alumni mentor for Penn State nursing students. She is an active fund-raiser for Relay for Life and breast cancer research. Her areas of interest include selective mutism, child nutrition, and preventive health education for school-age children.
Ms. Ponzurick resides in Johnstown, PA, with her husband Phil and two college-age children, Amanda and Matthew. In her spare time, she enjoys cooking, gardening, reading, and spending time with her family. She enjoys sports, especially the Pittsburgh Pirates, Penguins, Steelers, and Penn State football.
The JOSN SAGE Scholarly Writing Award
The JOSN SAGE Scholarly Writing Award recognizes excellence in writing and contributions to school nursing. The winning article contributes to School Nursing by providing research results, evidence for practice or policy development, or a major review of research literature that significantly influences school health policy, improves school nursing practice, or contributes to school health administration and collaboration.
Kristy Kiel Martyn, PhD, RN, CPNP-PC, FNP-BC is the winner of the JOSN-SAGE Scholarly Writing Award for her publication entitled, ''Improving sexual risk communication with adolescents using event history calendars'' (Martyn, et al., 2012) . She is an associate professor and the chair of Health Promotion and Risk Reduction Programs at the University of Michigan, School of Nursing. She is a pediatric nurse practitioner (PNP) and Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) who has more than 20 years of experience in primary health care and in research with adolescents from diverse populations. She started her nursing career in pediatric nursing at Egleston Children's Hospital in Atlanta and realized she wanted to help children and families to help themselves to be healthy. She went to the University of Florida for her master's degree in Pediatric Nursing and became certified as a PNP who provided care and taught nursing students in a middle school in Gainesville, Florida. During her time, there she became a strong advocate for school nursing. She has taught, conducted research, and provided health care to adolescents with a focus on prevention in a variety of community-based clinical settings.
Dr. Martyn has a long-standing commitment to improving the health of adolescents through person-centered assessment and communication. At The University of Michigan in Ann Arbor, she developed a strategy for using the event history calendar (EHC) as a clinical history tool that is person centered and could be adopted in a variety of clinical settings. She is the first researcher to adapt and apply the EHC to clinical settings, particularly with adolescents. Her National Institutes of Health-funded research using EHC revealed that the use of the EHC results in better adolescent-provider communication, with greater detail, better recall, and more accurate self-report. Both adolescents and providers have embraced the EHC because it improves communication; in addition, the process of completing the EHC-and reviewing it-has increased adolescents' awareness of their risk behaviors. The findings from her research are remarkable in showing that EHC is notably effective and feasible. The use of EHCs is making a real difference in improving the quality of clinical communication with adolescents, a group that is often difficult to engage. As a leader in the use of EHC, she has worked with over 40 researchers and health providers in more than 30 universities and clinic settings around the world to mentor the adaptation of EHCs in research and practice.
As PNP and FNP faculty and education program lead at Georgia State University in Atlanta, Albany State in Albany, Georgia, and at The University of Michigan, and now as Health Promotion and Risk Reduction Division Chair, Dr. Martyn has a strong interest in nursing workforce and strategies for meeting workforce needs. She is collaborating with nursing, medicine and industrial engineering on studies and policy development focused on child health care workforce, most recently on strategic modeling related to the PNP workforce.
Dr. Martyn is married to David Martyn (an attorney) and has two children, 23-year-old Kiel, who is headed for law school, and 16-year-old Sara, a junior in high school who wishes she had a school nurse.
Congratulations to Ms. Ponzurick and to Dr. Martyn.
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